
 

 

A GUIDE TO FINDING THE BEST TANGO TEACHER, WHO 

WILL TAKE YOUR TANGO EXPERIENCE TO THE HIGHEST 

LEVEL… 

WHO WILL SHAKE YOUR TANGO WORLD!  
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INTRODUCTION 
 

 
In a recent article we took a peek into the world of luxury and I told you how I learned to get pasted 
my cringing reaction over a 250$ for a private class and tried to figure out "why" and "how" this 
actually makes perfect sense. 
 
Then I went online and asked people if there was something they bought/done that might be 
considered a luxury but you still allowed it to yourself. 
All the answers were great by the way! I LOVED every single one of them!  
 

I will only share few here with you: 
 
“I know someone in Montreal that travels regularly to Toronto to take classes (...). My first reaction 
was that this person was a little extreme, travelling 6 hours in and 6 hours out, on a regular basis, 
just to take classes... On the other hand as a tango student you have to go for the material you want 
for yourself and in the end it's not money wasted. Its money you've invested in yourself.” --Louis 

 

“a $1700 air filter, can actually breathe properly around the place” --Jeremy 

 

“(...) On the class you get the seeds of valuable information and axioms from which you can derive 
work and knowledge for your tango for months to come. 
If the teacher is actually that good and you can afford it, this is not tango hell, but tango heaven.” --
Matevž  
 

“(...) I had to pick flights that would get me there at very specific times so I could get back to teach my 
lessons on time. So overall, the lesson was definitely over the $400 mark. So glad I did that. When 
it's worth it, it's worth it! 
(...)I did a $10k training for developing my dance career. That seemed like a crazy expense to a 
lot of my friends, but I made $3k of it back during the actual 5 day training and easily made the 
rest back soon afterwards. (...) 
I think investment/value in total is the important aspect I think about. Some things might be worth the 
money but not the time or vice versa. These were all worth both the money and the time by a long 
shot.”--Andrew 

 

“There have been many times that travelled to Athens from my home town for one milonga. When 
you love something, you pay with no second thoughts (...)” --Minas 

 

What do you notice about these comments? 

This is what I notice: 
 “You pay with no second thoughts” 
 “worth both the money and the time by a long shot” 
 “when it’s worth it, it’s worth it” 
 “It’s not money wasted. It is money you’ve invested in yourself” 

 

You see, when we actually experience luxuries, we see how amazing it feels! We realize that luxury it 
is not just for some snobbish, arrogant, high-end, out-of-this world person.. 
And if it is about something you really love, you don’t even consider it a luxury...you just allow it to 
yourself, preferring to cut on things you don’t really like..! 
 

http://bautanz.com/2016/11/22/a-tango-private-that-costed-400-what-the-tango-hell/


But I also noticed that nobody--No, wait! I am lying! There was actually ONE person--said that their 
luxury was, paying for grad school.  
OOooh! Yes! Right...You remembered that one now, didn’t you? haha 
 
Why though isn’t it, the first thing that comes to mind? 
It is simple, it is something you know you are going to pay for, and you think of it as a necessity, a 
matter almost of survival, NOT a luxury, even if you can't really afford it… YOU WILL FIND A WAY. 

SO LET'S SEE HOW YOU CAN MANAGE YOUR TANGO CHOICES TO FULLY BENEFIT FROM 
THEM AND NEVER REGRET THEM! 
 

TANGO LUXURY RULE #1: FUNCTIONAL 
Like paying for grad school, or for a great air filter, you will hopefully reach a PIVOTAL point in your 
Tango path.  
A point where you will need to make the leap to the next level. A level where every extension counts, 
every breath makes a difference. A level where you can dance with anyone, from any part of the 
world, representing any Tango style, with any level of experience and still feel and look amazing 
instead of frustrated. 
To get there you will need to shift your perspective from simply learning to Tango to actually 
understanding and dancing Tango. 
When Veron asked me what I wanted to work on I told him: “I want to become a more active follower” 
Why? Because I NEEDED to extend myself to a different level. To lengthen once again my Tango 
path by broadening my understanding and knowledge. Not only for myself but for my students as 
well!  
ALL high end professionals train and retrain, not only because they love what they do, not because 
they want to be the BEST but because they need to change, they need to evolve, they need to feel 
they are getting better and better. 
Inspired by them, we need to shift our perspective from being JUST a student to becoming a dancer.  
Will that happen in your first year of learning Tango? NO!  
But does it mean that only professionals go through it? Absolutely not! 
And when you get there, you will need the right teacher.  
 

TANGO LUXURY RULE #2: ECONOMICAL  
It was funny, because in one of your messages someone was trying to economically explain to me 
how the Tango teachers charge, depending on the market and plus how the currency makes a huge 
difference and this and that and the other…  
Thank you truly! But do you honestly think that, that when I was reaching into my wallet, getting the 
cash and placing them into his hands, I cared about all that? 
I DID NOT!  
I had stopped making excuses for myself, I knew I NEEDED a class like that and by the end of the 
class I knew it was the BEST choice at the BEST time. Why?  
Because, that class opened a path of further improvement for me. Until this time--ONE year later--I 
am still going back to that class during my daily practice routine, revisiting specific elements. Plus, I 
got more privates for myself sharing the knowledge he shared with me. 
So economically, it makes sense...Instead of doing multiple cheaper privates, you do ONE expensive 
private that will shake your Tango world! 
You can go by life buying cheaper clothes, cheaper shoes, cheaper watches, cheaper EVERYTHING, 
everything disposable...BUT the question is when you get the chance to shift your perspective to 
getting-and-keeping-forever WHAT WILL YOU DO? 

TANGO LUXURY RULE #3: THE RIGHT PERSON 



Thankfully, we do NOT choose people only based on price--maybe in the past, but not 
anymore...haha 
Most of the times it has to do with finding the RIGHT person! 
 
Where were we in our story..?  
Oh, yes... 
I said: “I want to be a more active follower” and 

He said: “Ok!” 
 
I have to admit I panicked there a bit...so I added, just to be on the safe side: 
“I am not talking about technique…”   
He looked up from his iPod and without missing a beat he said: “I know!” 
Me thinking: “THIS IS IT! This is going to be an amazing class!” 
 
The RIGHT PERSON at the RIGHT TIME! 

 

HOW TO FIND THE RIGHT TEACHERS FOR YOU 
 

“LEARN FROM THE BEST!”  
Cliché? Maybe…But still very true. Why? 

For me it's simple, I don’t want to waste my time and money on people who are “good enough” or 
even worse “not bad”, I prefer to work with the BEST. 
Plus, the experience itself is better, who wouldn't want to dance with Mikhail Baryshnikov?  
Who wouldn't want to swim next to Michael Phelps?  
Who wouldn't want to play ball with CR7? 
 

17 CHARACTERISTICS OF A GOOD TEACHER 
 

 They can teach you to LOVE Tango, to LOVE Dance. Anyone can teach you technique, steps, 
tactics BUT very few can teach you to LOVE dancing! 

 One who doesn’t care to prove that he/she is the best BUT they focus on getting better every 
day! 

 One who trains and retrains, revisiting the ordinary, the things other people don’t think about 
that much...Look for the person who never stops working on his/her Tango. Taking classes 
and practicing on their own, steadily scaling up. If they don’t, they are arrogant and ignorant, 
as they seem to believe they know it all already! That is a RED flag 

 One who changes. Look for progress in their dance. If you see someone dancing the same 
way for a gazillion years as if time has stopped, they are NOT the right person. 

 One who has teachers/ performers he/she admires and looks up to. Ask your teacher who they 
look up to...If they say something like: “I have my own style, I don't really want to look like 
anyone”, you know it is time to look for someone else.  
Every great performer has coaches, mentors and people he/she looks up to! 

 One who engages in the community. We are all very busy people, living in very busy times 
BUT if your Tango teacher NEVER goes out to share some time with the community...that is a 
big a problem. 
Tango is a social dance, if you are learning/teaching it, but never dancing it, then what is the 
point? The milongas are one of the places Tango grows. 

 One who has worked with different teachers and has experience of different Tango styles. 
Why? Because as Sebastian Arce once said: “It is all Tango!” 



 They don't need to be the most amazing dancer you have ever seen BUT If you see them and 
Al Pacino with no dance experience and blind looks better, you have made a BAD choice! 

 One who has a good knowledge of the history of the dance and of the music and never stops 
learning. 

 One who has and acquires knowledge on different subjects. Dance, art, fitness, business, 
food, sports, politics...etc. Not only because all these combined make a good professional, not 
only because one can learn something from everything, not just because life is NOT only about 
Tango BUT because it means that they are a well-rounded educated person. They live their life 
to learn. 

 One who raises more questions compared to the answers he/she gives, looking to work your 
mind along with your body. 

 One who is caring BUT also demanding. Who will challenge you and keep you accountable. 
Who is friendly BUT firm, supportive BUT ready to call you out when you are not living UP to 
your own standards.  

 What they say makes common sense...For example, if they are telling you that you shouldn't 
go to milongas because dancing with people without proper technique will threaten your 
progress...WTH? RED flag! (this is in fact a true story, the studio has now closed down) 

 If they listen more than they talk. Are they listening to you or are they too fast to give you an 
answer?  

 Their classes MUST have a steady, organized flow. They should set their classes in order to 
scale and teach you how to scale while practicing in order to progress faster. So are they 
showing up unprepared every time for class trying to pick up where they left off? RED flag! 

 Do they inspire you? Do you look at them and say:  
“YES! This is what I want to do! That is how I want dance!”    

Last but not least: 
 Have you seen MEASURABLE results from training with them in a REASONABLE amount of 

time? If for example 6 months or maximum ONE year has passed and you still can’t enjoy a 
full tanda in the milonga...You need to find someone else, obviously for whatever reason IT IS 
NOT working- out. 

 

HOW YOU WILL FIND A GOOD TEACHER 
 

 First start with finding who, from the big names of Tango you admire. Don’t stay in your 
community... Go BIG! Go on YouTube and actually make a list of people YOU admire! 

 Go to the milongas and spot the teachers who seem to be possessing one or more of the 
characteristics you admire. Find the ones who are where YOU want to get. The fastest way to 
become who you want to be is to be with people who are already there. Go over and chat with 
them. 
No it is not weird! And 
No they won't ignore you! If… 
a. You have specific questions to ask them regarding their work. Everyone loves talking about 
their work.  
b. You are polite and genuine and NOT a know-it-all and 
c. You are NOT nosy or gossiping. 
So go introduce yourself, tell them why you went over and ask them HOW they made it there, 
WHAT choices they made and WHY 

 Over the web...Well here things are a bit more difficult. Everyone has a great site and some 
good videos online nowadays BUT things might not be the way they seem so send them a 
nice, polite email, introducing yourself, explaining how you found them- so they won't think you 
are creepy- and then ask very specific, clear questions, as straightforward as possible but still 
polite, about their work and their perspective over Tango. 



 Take a group class with them. It is true you might need more than ONE class to see whether 
you want to work with someone or not, BUT it is start. If they are not fitting in what you expect 
from a teacher then you move on. If though you believe that there is even a slight chance that 
this is the right person then take a few more classes.  
As my mentor says: “When in doubt say, YES!” Ramit Sethi 

 In a milonga environment notice the people who look like they are where you want to get, 
approach them politely and ask them who they are learning Tango from and how they made it 
where they are. 

 Use the social media...Check out what the different teachers post. Are they posting things you 
agree with? Things you might not agree with BUT that you find interesting? Are they posting 
work that is fresh and refreshing for the eyes and the ears? Are they supporting other artists? If 
so, which ones? If it's Justin Bieber...I am sorry BUT they are best to be avoided. 

 

WHAT IF WE ARE TALKING ABOUT VISITING INSTRUCTORS? 

 Ask your regular Tango teacher! They should know who is a good fit for you. Based on your 
level, on your style/ character and expectations/ goals your teacher can suggest a guest 
teacher, at a specific level and whether you should take a private class or not.  

 If money is not an issue for you I suggest you choose different classes with different themes 
from different teachers instead of creating unnecessary dilemmas. For example: “Should I take 
the women's technique or the Valse workshop?” YES AND YES!  
Ask you teacher for advice on the level and the theme instead of which visiting instructor to 
work with. 

 Is it the same with group and private classes...NOT really! 
Here is where you will need your teacher the MOST! Because it depends on your level and the 
level of the visiting instructor.  
For example: If you are at a stage, where your main goal is to expand your sequence Tango 
library-- which by the way is ABSOLUTELY normal and expected at some point-- and the 
visiting instructor is someone at a very high artistic level and all the sequences he/she is 
known for are based on how the flow of movement can be created and directed. Then you 
should NOT take a private with that teacher. WHY? Because you can NOT value what he/she 
will give you and you are going to walk out disappointed thinking that there are others 
“considerably cheaper” who can do a better work.  
BUT if you are looking to find your way PASSED simply executing moves, PASSED thinking of 
different technicalities. If you Want to feel that every inch of your body, every part of being is 
dancing even when you are standing still on the dancefloor THEN take the private it will be an 
UNFORGETTABLE experience as the knowledge, the wisdom and the connectivity will pay off 
profoundly!  

 What if your teacher can’t advise you OR even discourages you on taking any class with NO 
valid reason?  Do I need to say it? RED FLAG! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.iwillteachyoutoberich.com/


TEACHERS I AM THANKFUL TO!  
SO FAR… ;) 

 

 Panagiotis- Ermis Karaboulas 

 Sebastian Arce & Mariana Montes 

 Sebastian Achaval & Roxana Suarez 

 Mariano Chicho Frumboli & Juana Sepulveda  

 Los Hermanos Macana 

 Pablo Veron 

 Milena Plebs 

 Raul Bravo 

 Miguel Ángel Zotto 

 Maria Nieves 

 Juan Carlos Copes 

 Carlos Espinoza & Noelia Hurtado 

 Damian Rosenthal & Vanessa Fatauros 

 Celine Ruiz 

 Graciela Gonzalez 

These are people I have taken classes and I value every minute of those classes. 

Are they listed in order?  

No, they have NOT been listed in order of preference, except for the first name on this list, who is my 

FIRST teacher! 

  

Are they the only ones?  

NO! Of course not.  

So, who have you worked with, that you deeply value? 

 

Send me your teachers at chrisa.assis@bautanz.com 

To great dances, 

-Chrisa 

 

https://www.facebook.com/panagiotis.karaboulas.7
https://tangomeet.com/sebastian-arce-mariana-montes
https://tangomeet.com/sebastian-achaval-roxana-suarez
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mariano_Fr%C3%BAmboli
https://www.facebook.com/juana.sepulveda.39
http://www.losmacanatango.com/
http://www.pabloveron.net/
http://www.milenaplebs.com/english/milena.html
http://www.todotango.com/english/artists/biography/1607/Raul-Bravo/
http://www.todotango.com/english/artists/info/3486/Miguel-angel-Zotto
http://www.todotango.com/english/artists/biography/798/Maria-Nieves/
http://www.todotango.com/english/artists/biography/656/Juan-Carlos-Copes/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carlos_Espinoza_(dancer)
http://damianvanessatango.blogspot.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/celine.ruiz.121
http://gracielagonzalez.com.ar/index.php/biografia
mailto:chrisa.assis@bautanz.com

